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KEY FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

• The decarbonization survey reached nearly one in three members of campus

• UC Merced maintains curricular resources to overcome the dense jargon of climate action 

terminology

• There is widespread support for UCM to engage in equitable climate planning in the region 

prioritizing working families and disinvested communities

• There is broad campus backing for UCM to seek greater external investments to fund climate 

action planning and decarbonization efforts in the San Joaquin Valley

• Nearly one out of every three members of the campus community is willing to participate in 

climate meetings off campus providing a vast human resource pool for climate action

• A permanent campus climate action commission should be immediately established to continue 

the implementation of the preferences in this survey

I. INTRODUCTION

This brief is part of a larger report on decarbonization in the University of California System, with a 

focus on the UC Merced campus. 2 The larger study is under the guidance of the UC President's

Global Climate Leadership Council and its Pathways to a Fossil Free UC Task Force, which seeks 

equitable solutions to move away from a carbon-based economy. The focus here is on the final 

three of five UCOP-mandated deliverables: 

1. Identify climate justice and equity considerations related to the transition of campus energy

systems to fossil fuel free and propose solutions or next steps to identify solutions. These

considerations reference the UC Framework for Incorporating Environmental and Climate

Justice into Climate Action and should:

a. Assess vulnerability of labor and the surrounding community to transition to fossil free

b. Develop and evaluate equity indicators on transition impacts and opportunities

1 How to cite: Almeida, Paul, Rasha Naseif, and Isabelle Haddad. 2024. UC Merced Office of Sustainability Report #2 on Decarbonization - 2024 Campus-Wide 

Survey. Merced, CA: University of California Merced. 

2The authors acknowledge the support of the following individuals and units in assisting with this report: Jonathan Lampman, Breeana Sylvas, Jovana Cruz, 

Abraham Cereno, Ashlynn Twist, Emily Langdon, Jennifer Maggs, Michael Gonzalez, Wendy Puquirre, Caroline Farrell, Destina Bermejo, Jessica Gardezy, 

Brenda Ortiz, Lizzy Leonard, Enrique Guzman, Roger Bales, Brandi McKuin, Sarah Kurtz, Sam Markolf, John Abatzoglou, Mindy Findlater, the UCM Office of 

Sustainability, The Faculty Advisory Committee on Sustainability (FACS), and the UCM Decarbonization Committee. 
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Table 4. How much do you support the following statements to transition away from fossil 

fuels? 

Statement 
N�o A llittl

l

e Mode:rate Stro:ng1 
-Y:otall 

support support support. support 

UC Merced shoull!dl use irts
resources to assist ll!ocal
communitli:es in �he San 5 . .21% 20.45% 40 .. 19% 34 .. 15% 

Joaquin Valley in (175) (687) (1350) (11147) 3359 
formulating climate adion 

plans 
UC Merced should 

prioritize assiisting low-
income oommunities in the 5 .. 80% 20.15% 35.fr1% 39 .. 04% 

San Joaquin Valley in (194) (675) (1173) (1308) 
3350 

formulating climate adion 
plans 

UC Merced shoull!dl use irts
resources to assist ll!ocal
govemments in the San 5.9,7% 23.04% 39.44% 31.55% 

3347 
Joaquin Valley in (200) (7711) (1320) (1056) 

formulating climate adion 
plans 

Climate Acti:oin IPll!ans 1in the
San Joaquin Valley should 

emplhasize equity 
520% 16.49% 34.17% 44.14% 

considerations fair llow-
(174) (5511) (1142) (1475) 

3342 
income populations (e.g., 

access to low-cost 
altematirve energy) 

UC Merced should work 
with tihe city of Meroedl to 

revise the city's 2009 
climate action plllan with a 5.47% 18.31% 35.81% 40.41% 

focus on equity and (183} (612) (1197) (1351) 
3343 

protecting ll
l

ow-inco:me 
resi:dents from cl1imate 

change 

Low-income communitlles 
in the San Joaquin Valll'ey 5.711% 19.17% 33.'62% 41.50% 
are the most impacted by (190), {63,8), (11119) (1381) 

3328 

climate dhange 
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